Director of Sport
Job Description and Department Information
Sport and Physical Education is an integral part of life at Prior’s Field. The quality, provision and
subsequent growth and success of sport here at the school in recent years means that we are a
busy and vibrant department with large numbers of girls participating daily.
The Department
The PE department is made up of five full time teachers and one part time teacher all with strong
representational backgrounds in netball and hockey. Numerous external sports coaches are also
used to compliment the high quality provision and delivery. By providing a wide range of sporting
opportunities through the curriculum, clubs, teams, sports tours and trips our aim is that each
student will develop a sporting interest that will encourage her to adopt a fit and healthy lifestyle
and a positive attitude towards lifelong physical activity.
Facilities
The PE facilities at Prior’s Field are excellent and we are fortunate to have everything on-site.
There is a full size Sports Hall which accommodates our departmental office, a well equipped
fitness suite and a multi-purpose room used for dance, gym and academic lessons. Outside we
have a floodlit all-weather astro-turf pitch, six recently resurfaced hard courts which are used for
both netball and tennis, a covered, heated swimming pool and two large grass sports fields which
are used extensively.
Curriculum PE
The students are set by games ability in KS3 PE which allows for suitable progression and
development in lessons. The girls follow a more traditional Games programme with two hours
of hockey and netball each week. We run both sports concurrently to maximise skill development
and opportunities to play competitively. The third PE lesson focuses on their physical education
where girls develop their gymnastics, dance, cross-country running, swimming and fitness skills.
In the Fourth, Fifth and Sixth Form the range of sports on offer to the girls increases to offer a
wider variety. This helps girls find their sporting niche. Activities include badminton, personal
fitness, exercise to music, Zumba, yoga, Pilates, sports hall games and football. This is alongside
the programme of competitive sports training for team players. At both GCSE and A-Level
students follow the AQA PE syllabus.
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Co-Curricular
The department runs a busy schedule of fixtures and training which caters for all abilities of
students. In the Autumn and Spring Terms girls compete in hockey, netball, gymnastics,
swimming and cross-country and in the Summer Term athletics, rounders and tennis are our main
sports. We aim to strike a balance between excellence in performance and mass participation
with our sports teams. A large number of teams run in our core sports to allow as many girls as
possible to play competitively. Strong links have been developed with local sports clubs and this
has been a great motivator for our team players as they become exposed to higher levels of
performance. We also arrange biennial sports tours to national and overseas destinations which
are always well supported.
Prior’s Field also runs a selective and elite tennis academy which currently consists of eight
students, with two more expected to join in September 2017. The aim is to provide high quality
coaching, training, fitness, a personalised timetable and financial support for individuals who
have the potential to play tennis at the highest level.
There are also opportunities for recreational physical activities which include dance, yoga,
swimming, Zumba, trampolining, fitness, gymnastics, D of E, badminton and much more.
Responsible to: Deputy Head
A Head of Department at Prior’s Field has the following professional duties:
Leadership and Management
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To provide leadership which ensures the provision of the highest quality of learning
opportunities for the pupils and professional fulfilment for the staff working within the
department.



To prepare a detailed analysis of each year’s public examination and value-added
results.



To monitor the work of staff working within the department in order to ensure that
high standards are maintained in the performance of professional duties and to give
them all necessary help, support and advice.



To assist in the development of school policies when requested and to implement them
within the department, developing appropriate departmental policies as and when
necessary in order to define the working practices of the department.



To ensure the implementation of departmental policies for schemes of work, teaching
strategies, homework, marking, assessment, recording and reporting.



Annually to review the work of the department and, taking account of the school
Development Plan, to produce a Departmental Development Plan which identifies
targets for the department and indicates strategies for achieving them.



To organise the teaching allocated to the department, ensuring that staff are deployed
efficiently and that their work is co-ordinated to promote continuity and progression in
learning experiences for the pupils.



To ensure effective communication within the department and to hold regular minuted
departmental meetings.



To delegate clearly defined areas of responsibility to other members of the
department.



To participate in Heads of Department meetings and to liaise with other Heads of
Department, the Librarian and senior members of staff to develop inter-disciplinary
approaches which enrich pupils’ learning.

Curriculum


To ensure that the relevant area of the curriculum is delivered effectively, efficiently
and appropriately so that each girl is enabled to develop to her full potential at every
stage.



To ensure the continuing development of schemes of work, taking account of the
requirements of the National Curriculum, where these apply.



To ensure that the Department’s schemes of work incorporate appropriate elements:
ICT, differentiation, EA and LDD.



To keep abreast of new educational developments and evaluate new course materials
and syllabi for possible introduction into schemes of work.



To set school examinations and Entrance Examinations where appropriate, and arrange
for them to be marked by members of the department.

Pupils
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To assist in the assessment and selection of prospective pupils as appropriate.



To ensure that pupils are allocated to appropriate teaching sets as necessary.



When appropriate and in consultation with the Careers Department, to advise pupils
about suitable option choices, examination entries and future career paths.



To ensure that pupils are appropriately prepared for external and school examinations.



To advise members of the department about appropriate action if the work or
behaviour in lessons of any pupil is giving cause for concern, to ensure effective liaison

with the relevant Head of Year and Form Tutor and to consult with parents as
necessary.
Staff


To carry out staff reviews for all members of the department.



To ensure that staff are appropriately trained and confident users of ICT in the
classroom.



To promote the welfare and well-being of all departmental staff.



To assist the Head in appointing members of staff.



To be responsible for ensuring the effective induction of new staff, including beginner
teachers, in relation to their departmental duties and to provide reports as required.



To assist in the further professional development of departmental staff by working with
them to identify their training needs and encouraging and enabling their participation
in appropriate training activities, courses and conferences.

Administration
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To be responsible for departmental resources, teaching areas and displays of work
ensuring a well-ordered, safe and effective working environment for both staff and girls
and liaising with the Bursar on health and safety issues.



To prepare annual budget proposals and to administer the allocated departmental
budget, liaising with the Bursar in the purchase of equipment, consumables and books.



To carry out regular stock checks and ensure that all departmental records are up to
date and complete.



When required, to co-ordinate predictions and approve the entry of pupils to external
examinations, liaising with senior staff and the examinations officer to ensure that
entry procedures and entry requirements are known and met.



To provide information for and liaise as necessary with your line manager.



To ensure that work is set to cover the absence of departmental staff.



To liaise with the relevant senior members of staff to ensure that all visits and events
arranged by the department are organised according to recognised School procedures.



To ensure that the department is fully represented at Parents’ Evenings and, as
required, at other official school events.



To promote the work of the department both within and outside the school community
by contributing as required to information booklets and prospectuses and by other
appropriate means.



To ensure that department members contribute to the school’s co-curricular
programme.



To ensure that the department engage fully in any school cross-curricular activities and
initiatives.

Additional responsibilities of all teaching staff include:
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Supporting the ethos of a boarding school and working in accordance with the
school’s aims and policies.



Maintaining good order and discipline among pupils, safeguarding their health and
safety at all times when they are the responsibility of the school.



Sharing responsibility for excellent pastoral care to which the school give a high
priority.



Maintaining high standards of time keeping, attending assemblies, playing an active
role in the life of the school, including the co-curricular activities programme,
supporting school functions and attending year group social events, where
appropriate.



Carrying out supervisory and general duties as reasonably required, upholding good
standards of behaviour and punctuality among pupils.



Participating in meetings as required.



Preparing and teaching lessons in accordance with agreed departmental and school
schemes of work and teaching strategies.



Knowing and adhering to all school and departmental polices.



Setting and marking work regularly, including homework, according to school policy
and in a style agreed within the department.



Assessing, recording and reporting on the development, progress and attainment
of pupils in accordance with departmental and school policies.



Undertaking duties as a Form Teacher.



Participating in arrangements for preparing and assessing pupils’ work for public
examinations.



Contributing to the formulation and revision of departmental schemes of work,
teaching resources, assessment materials and developing new courses.



On taking up a new appointment, participating in the school’s programme of
induction and review of new staff.



Participating in the school’s annual appraisal programme.



Participating in arrangements for staff development and INSET.



Participating in administrative and organisational tasks related to all the above,
including management and supervision of all ancillary staff when appropriate.



Attending all required school functions, as directed by the Head: staff meetings,
Parents’ Evenings, homework duty, Open Days, Options Information Evenings etc.
and preparing exhibits, demonstrations as required.



Undertaking any other duties deemed appropriate by the Head within the context
of the school ethos and the teaching programme.
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Prior’s Field School Priorsfield Road Godalming Surrey GU7 2RH
t: 01483 810551 w: www.priorsfieldschool.com
We are committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children, young people and adults and expect all
staff to share this commitment. This post will be subject to an enhanced DBS check.
Registered Charity No: 312038
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