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January 2019 

 

Dear applicant 

Thank you for your interest in Prior’s Field. I hope that the information in this pack will help 

you to build up a picture of the school and how it operates. We would be delighted to show 

you around so that you can see for yourself whether you and Prior’s Field are a good fit. 

This is my fourth year as Head at Prior’s Field and I still find its history, traditions, ethos and 

uniqueness a joy. Prior’s Field is a school where every girl can thrive and work, fully supported, 

to achieve her potential. Our aim is that, when the girls leave the Sixth Form, they do so as 

well-rounded, confident young women, ready and able to follow their dreams and ambitions. 

The staff here work incredibly hard to ensure that each girl and her specific needs are very 

well known to all teaching staff. As a boarding school, the quality of our pastoral care is very 

high. About a third of our girls board and all the girls benefit from the family feeling 

engendered by the boarding environment.  

We were thrilled with our ISI report in March 2016. We achieved ‘excellent’ in all nine areas. 

It was hugely satisfying to witness the inspectors discover the passion, joy and challenge the 

girls take from their teachers every day, and the achievements, confidence and sense of 

community which result, both in and outside of the curriculum and in all aspects of school 

life. We are conscious that we are due another inspection soon. 

The final page of this document outlines the application process. If you have any queries, 

please contact my PA, Jane Bickerdike, at headspa@priorsfieldschool.com or 01483 813431. 

I look forward to receiving your application. 

With best wishes 

 

Tracy Kirnig 

Head 

 

  

mailto:headspa@priorsfieldschool.com
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A distinctive route to high achievement ς an introduction to tǊƛƻǊΩǎ CƛŜƭŘ 

ά²ƘŜǊŜ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŜǾŜǊ ƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ Χέ 

Prior’s Field is a vibrant and lively independent day and boarding school for girls aged 11-19. 

Situated just south of Guildford, with good transport links to international airports and 

London, the school currently has 450 pupils including 83 boarders who are accommodated in 

two separate boarding houses.  At the last ISI Inspection in March 2016, the school was graded 

“Excellent” in all nine areas assessed. 

The school was founded in 1902 by Julia Huxley, a pioneer in the field of women’s education, 

who believed in freedom of thought and the importance of educating pupils beyond the 

classroom.  Her spirit of adventure and outward-looking approach to life continue for the girls 

at Prior’s Field today. She strove to ensure that academic excellence went hand in hand with 

a sense of responsibility to the poor and needy, and to instill in the girls a sense of citizenship.  

The school’s motto, “We live by Admiration, Hope and Love”, encapsulates this ideal. 

The school offers an excellent all-round education that caters for girls of all abilities and 

interests, with well-established programmes in place for the exceptionally able and those 

needing learning support in specific areas.    The aim of the school is to bring out the best in 

each girl, according to her strengths and talents.  Girls work hard and are ambitious, but high 

achievement comes without unnecessary stress and unhealthy intensity.  Here, they want to 

do their best and are motivated to succeed. 
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Achieving academically 

άtǳǇƛƭǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀŎǉǳƛǊŜ ƘƛƎƘ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ of knowledge, understanding and 

skills in a wide range of subjects and disciplines. This indicates they are extremely 

well educated.έ L{L нлмс 

As the individual girl is at the centre of what we do, class sizes are kept small. Personal and 

academic potential is nurtured.  The spirit of Prior’s Field is one of creativity and enterprise. 

We place a high priority on independence of thought, problem solving and the huge 

satisfaction that comes from working hard. We are extremely proud to be in the top 2% of all 

schools for value added at A level. For our full results please look here. 

Achieving actively 

άtǊƛƻǊΩǎ CƛŜƭŘ ƎƛǊƭǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ ƎƛǊƭǎ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘǳǊƴ ƛƴǘƻ.έ  

Tatler Schools Guide 

We are hugely lucky to attract a significant number of girls who excel in both mainstream 

and esoteric sports and really feel this is an area where we definitely punch above our 

weight in relation to other schools who are known for their sporting prowess.  We currently 

have pupils who represent Britain in skiing, tennis, gymnastics and climbing.  In addition to 

this we have a successful Tennis Academy, Elite Hockey and Netball Squads, and a huge 

range of sporting opportunities both in and out of the curriculum which include cricket, golf, 

riding, dance, athletics and more. 

Achieving pastorally 

άtǊƛƻǊΩǎ CƛŜƭŘ ƎƛǊƭǎ ŀǊŜ ǎŜƭŦ-confident and secure, speak modestly about their own 

success and show their pride in the achievements of others.έ ISI 2016 

Ours is a positive, friendly community that guides each girl to discover who she wants to be. 

It is a successful mix: dynamic and academic, but at the same time well balanced and enabling. 

Our underlying aim is that girls are happy and achieving their very best. It is important to us 

that, every day, each girl is able to do something that she loves, that she is good at and in 

which she has the potential to excel. The school’s ethos is characterised as one of “rigour, 

underpinned by kindness”. People are at the heart of a Prior’s Field education.  

Achieving through boarding 

ΨΨ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǿŀǊƳΣ ŎŀǊƛƴƎΣ ǊŜƭŀȄŜŘ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ōƻŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƭŜŀǊ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎ 

ŀƴŘ ǊǳƭŜǎΦ aȅ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƳŜ ƭƛŦŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ƻƴŜ ǊƻƻŦΦΩΩ tŀǊŜƴǘ 

We welcome boarders from all over the world. Flexibility is the key, so we offer full, weekly 

and flexi-boarding to suit the needs of modern families. Girls have the opportunity to grow 

and become more independent within an environment that is safe and happy. Boarders have 

an extended programme of supervised activities after school and at weekends. Sixth Form 

students, even some who live very locally, often choose to board as it provides them with a 

stable, supportive environment in which to study and live, balancing work with such typical 

evening activities as Zumba, Yoga, themed suppers, cinema trips, crafts, team games and, for 

http://www.priorsfieldschool.com/academic/examination-results/
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full boarders, weekend days out. Our most senior boarders enjoy en suite facilities in the 

separate Sixth Form House, and there is a separate Junior Boarding House. 

Achieving creatively 

άvǳƛǊƪȅΣ ǎǇŀǊƪȅ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǎǎƛƻƴŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎέ The Good Schools Guide 

Creativity comes from the exercise of self-discipline, rather than conformity. Our activities are 

designed to light up different areas of the mind and keep all the doors open. Girls can then 

discover special talents and a particular niche, at any age.  

The cultural life of the school is constantly renewed and energised. Inspirational paintings, 

photographs, beautifully designed garments and objects are displayed for everyone to enjoy. 

Theatre, museum and gallery visits, trips to literary festivals and to the great artistic treasures 

of Europe feed and rejuvenate creativity.  

Prior’s Field girls take every opportunity to tread the boards. Recent performances have been 

spectacular with stunning musicals, large cast productions and entries for the Schools’ 

Shakespeare Festival.  

Everyone is encouraged to take part in music. There are plenty of formal performance 

opportunities through the concert band, brass and strings groups, the annual celebration of 

Christmas and the annual house music competition.  
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Aōƻǳǘ tǊƛƻǊΩǎ CƛŜƭŘ 

The school is set in 44 acres 

of Surrey parkland. Charles 

Voysey designed the original 

building, now Grade II listed, 

in the Arts and Crafts style in 

1900.  Many of his original 

features, such as stylised 

keyholes and air vents, 

remain. The building was 

subsequently extended by 

his pupil, Tom Munzer, with 

gardens laid out to a design 

inspired by Gertrude Jekyll, who lived locally.  Since then, the school has continued to develop 

and many additions and alterations have been made to the original buildings. 

There has been a significant building and renovation programme over the past few years, 

including Field Wing (2013), which houses an impressive Creative Arts department, and the 

Arnold Building (2017), providing extensive Music, Science and Food Technology facilities as 

well as additional Humanities teaching space.  Specialist areas also exist for Drama, Art, Design 

and Technology. The school’s building masterplan envisages future development to provide 

an enlarged assembly hall, new kitchen and dining room and an extension to the Sports Hall. 

 

FIELD WING     ARNOLD BUILDING 

The school employs approximately 140 staff, of whom around two-thirds are teaching, one-

third administration and support. Another 50 are engaged as contractors in catering, 

domestic work and peripatetic teaching. 

The school is fully equipped with all necessary IT. There are two specialist ICT rooms and a 

multi-media digital language laboratory.  

Staff have their own common room, with facilities for making tea and coffee. Daily 

newspapers are also provided.   

Catering on site is five star, with the option for staff to have breakfast, lunch and both morning 

and afternoon breaks.  
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We welcome all staff becoming involved in all and any aspect of co-curricular provision, 

including the Duke of Edinburgh Scheme, school trips and visits at home and abroad and clubs 

and activities, existing or new.  

More information about the school can be found on the school website:   

www.priorsfieldschool.com. 

Prior’s Field is a member school of the BSA, the GSA, ISBA and AGBIS. 

Location 

Prior’s Field is situated 34 miles south west of London and adjacent to the A3 to London and 

the South Coast. There is a fast rail link between Godalming and London Waterloo. Gatwick 

and Heathrow airports are within easy reach. 

  

http://www.priorsfieldschool.com/
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Application for position of Director of Teaching and Learning - Process 

Details can be found on the school website: http://www.priorsfieldschool.net/career-

opportunities/ 

To apply for the position, please send a completed application form with a CV and covering 

letter setting out how your experience makes you suitable for the role of Director of Teaching 

and Learning to vacancies@priorsfieldschool.com. 

Closing date: Wednesday 6 February at 5pm 

Interviews will be held during the week beginning Monday 11 February. 

We reserve the right to call suitably qualified candidates to interview before the closing date.  

Early applications are therefore encouraged. 

Please note that references will be sought prior to interviews. 

If you have any queries or would prefer a hard copy of any of the documentation, please 

contact our HR department on 01483 810551.  

Safeguarding 

Prior’s Field is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and 

applicants must be willing to undergo child protection screening appropriate to the post, 

including checks with past employers and the Disclosure and Barring Service.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prior’s Field Priorsfield Road Godalming Surrey GU7 2RH 

t: 01483 810551 w: www.priorsfieldschool.com  

Prior’s Field School Trust Ltd 

Registered in England & Wales as a company limited by guarantee no 667700 

Registered Charity No: 312038  

http://www.priorsfieldschool.net/career-opportunities/
http://www.priorsfieldschool.net/career-opportunities/
mailto:vacancies@priorsfieldschool.com
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