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We send our girls to 
Prior’s Field because 
nothing is ever ordinary.
Parent





Parents frequently ask what’s distinctive 
about Prior’s Field. 

Our reply is that we are a school 
focused on the development of unique 
individuals. Our small size is a huge 
advantage in this, but we also have a 
strong family ethos, wonderful team 
spirit and big ambitions for our girls.  We 
share a belief that education is about far 
more than rank orders, school statistics 
and that which can be measured. Our 
commitment is to providing space for 
individuality, initiative and enterprise to 
blossom. 

At Prior’s Field no girl is invisible. Your 
daughter will be known and valued for 
who she is. Every girl is different – and 
we like that. We don’t have a one size 
fits all approach and reject any form of 
regimentation that stifles the joys of 
independent thinking, discovery and  
self expression. 

Girls tell us time and again that they 
love their school, feel at home and are 
happy. They have great friends. They 
enjoy unforgettable experiences. They 
work hard and aim high. They are at 

ease with themselves and take real 
delight in surpassing all expectations. 

Bringing out the best in young people 
requires heart, dedication and passion. 
It takes inspiration and sensitivity. A 
culture that is fearful, unforgiving of 
mistakes or unhealthily competitive 
cannot transform lives. This is why we 
focus on motivation, self-belief and 
enjoyment.

Visitors comment on the buzz and 
energy of the school. Participation is 
hugely important to us and staff provide 
wonderful opportunities beyond the 
classroom. We are an exciting school 
with a spirit of adventure!
 
Confidence underpins achievement 
so we encourage the girls to have a 
go at new things. The self assurance 
that comes from discovering a passion, 
accepting a fresh challenge and enjoying 
success outside the classroom can 
lift academic achievement. Wherever 
your daughter’s abilities lie, we will 
nurture her talent and help her to find 
something at which she can shine.   

Our flexible approach means plenty of 
choice. Teaching is tailored to individual 
needs: we know who needs stretching 
and who needs support. This means that 
girls of all ability do exceptionally well 
with us. Year after year our value-added 
performance is outstanding and we have 
an excellent track record of academic 
results. 

Prior’s Field offers a distinctive route to 
high achievement, but at the centre of 
our concerns is also the sort of young 
woman your daughter will become. Our 
girls learn to hold true to themselves, to 
their work ethic, their friends and their 
humanity. They learn to see obstacles 
as exciting challenges and to do things 
because they’re worth doing. They chase 
their dreams. 

Why not visit us? You can book an 
individual tour on any day of the week 
or come along to one of our Open 
Events. That way, you can experience the 
school for yourself and decide if we feel 
right for your daughter.  

Tracy Kirnig
Head





Demonstrating the art of the possible.





Prior’s Field provides a 
superb, all-round education, 
welcoming girls of all abilities. 

The Good Schools Guide



Prior’s Field is a vibrant and successful 
school with a fascinating history. Nestled 
within 44 acres of stunning Surrey 
countryside, we feel hundreds of miles 
away from the hustle and bustle of 
London, but can actually be in the city 
within forty minutes. Our safe, tranquil 
setting is home to a school with a 
difference; a place where individuality is 
celebrated and uniqueness embraced. This 
is a happy, positive environment, where the 
girls enjoy learning.

Our founder, Julia Huxley, was an 
inspirational teacher with pioneering ideas 
about the education of young women in 
Edwardian England. In 1902 she realised 
her dream. Prior’s Field  
was established as a progressive  
school which stimulated its pupils 
intellectually and broadened their  
cultural horizons. Her bold spirit and 
legacy of successful innovation continue to 
shape our work today.





Its USP is that mysterious quality 
– value added. Prior’s Field girls 
are the sort of girls you want 
your daughters to turn into. 

Tatler Schools Guide



As a school, Prior’s Field offers a  
successful combination: it is dynamic  
and academic, but at the same time  
well balanced and enabling. 

Our underlying aim is that girls are 
happy and achieving their very best. It is 
important to us that every day, each girl 
engages in something that she loves, and is 
good at, and where she has the potential 
to excel.

The 2016 Independent Schools’ 
Inspectorate Report describes 
relationships throughout the school as 
‘extremely positive.’ ‘High expectations, 
encouragement and praise characterise 
the school’s approach to pupils.’

We are not driven by impersonal systems 
or petty rules because we don’t need 
to be. Integrity, respect for others and 
generosity of spirit have real value in our 
community. Girls understand their rights 
and their responsibilities in equal measure.

They understand what the school expects 
of them and have high expectations  
of themselves. 

A vibrant tutor and house system is 
supported by specialist year teams. This 
ensures a strong emphasis on pastoral 
care throughout. Successes are celebrated 
immediately: problems nipped in the bud 
swiftly. Your daughter will always have 
someone to turn to. 

Settling in is easy. Even before they arrive, 
new pupils receive emails or a letter 
from an older student. They establish 
themselves quickly and are well supported 
by a network of peer mentors and sixth 
form prefects. We know that happy young 
people are most likely to be successful.

The girls have a strong voice and we are 
committed to listening. Their concerns and 
interests are reflected in our green agenda, 
charity and service projects. They want to 
make a difference and their experience of 
leadership starts here. 

A distinctive route to high 
achievement for your 
daughter.



I was made to feel very welcome, even 
though I was quite shy at first. The teachers 
are really encouraging and helpful. They 
make learning interesting and fun.

Pupil



Our natural position as a school is to 
be positive, aim high and have a go.





We welcome boarders from all over the 
world. Flexibility is the key, as we offer 
full, weekly and flexi boarding to suit the 
needs of modern families. Girls have the 
opportunity to grow and become more 
independent within an environment that is 
safe and happy. Boarders have an extended 
programme of supervised activities after 
school and at weekends. They are always 

busy and fully engaged, but still find time 
to relax and have fun with their friends 
and boarding staff. 

When they leave Prior’s Field they don’t 
just walk away with an exceptionally high 
standard of education, they take with 
them wonderful memories and lifelong 
friends. 

It is my home away from home. We are 
one big family. I always feel at home 
and that’s why I love Boarding.
Boarder



Achieving through Boarding

There is a warm, caring, 
relaxed environment 
in Boarding with clear 
boundaries and rules. My 
daughter has the best of 
school and home life under 
one roof. 

Parent





The school understands what 
motivates girls these days.
The Good Schools Guide



As the individual girl is at the centre  
of what we do, class sizes are kept  
small. Personal and academic potential  
are nurtured. 

The spirit of Prior’s Field is one of 
creativity and enterprise. We place a high 
priority on independence of thought, 
problem solving and the huge satisfaction 
that comes from working hard. We 
encourage the girls to develop styles 
of learning that work best for them. In 
lessons, they are taught essential skills 
that will help in their future working 
lives. They also learn the importance of 
sportsmanship, teamwork and celebrating 
the success of others. 

Dynamic teaching and learning keeps 
everyone focused, challenged and 
motivated. Talented teachers give the girls 
that very special gift of believing in them.  

From the moment they join us we 
encourage initiative, curiosity and self 
direction. We want the girls to be leaders, 
not followers: thoughtful, well informed 
and confident in their own opinions. We 
emphasise the power of optimism and the 
difference that resilience and good study 
habits can make. 

Pupils throughout the school acquire high 
levels of knowledge, understanding and skills 
in a wide range of subjects and disciplines. This 
indicates they are extremely well educated.
ISI Inspection Report 2016



Teachers are highly knowledgeable about their subjects and 
successfully share their enthusiasm with pupils, whom they 
know and support extremely well.

ISI Inspection Report 2016

Achieving Academically





Embracing individual abilities, 
interests and ambitions.



Quirky, sparky and 
passionate for learning.
The Good Schools Guide



Achieving Together

Our school is full of high performing 
young women who constantly 
demonstrate sparkiness and a ‘can do’ 
attitude. They step up to edit the school 
magazine, run school council, build 
and race sports cars and break school 
sports records. They rise to all sorts of 
academic challenges through debating 
and masterclasses, conferences and 
workshops. Their learning is enriched by 
the superb line up of authors, academics, 
artists and adventurers who regularly 
visit.  

The opportunities provided are as 
diverse as the ambitions of our girls. Just 

about every interest and talent is catered 
for through an impressive range of over 
40 termly clubs and activities. We have 
a ‘work hard, play hard’ approach, with 
plenty of time built into busy lives for 
friendship, relaxation and fun. 

Activities such as the Duke of Edinburgh 
Award and Young Enterprise are perfect 
ways to develop resourcefulness and 
acquire leadership skills, which can 
then be transferred to the classroom. 
From designing electric guitars to 
rock climbing, Zumba, silversmithing, 
philosophy and cricket, there really is 
something for everyone.

Looking beyond school and developing 

relationships with the wider community 

is also important to us. Older pupils 

benefit from our links with universities. 

They enjoy mentoring, working as 

classroom assistants and coaching sports 

in local junior schools.

We have a forward looking approach to 

careers education. Emphasis is placed 

on the soft skills essential in today’s 

workplace. Girls also enjoy social 

entrepreneurship activities and develop 

an ethical and socially responsible 

approach to business. 





Achieving Creatively

Creativity comes from the exercise of 
self discipline, rather than conformity. 
Our activities are designed to light up 
different areas of the mind and keep all 
the doors open. Girls can then discover 
special talents and a particular niche, at 
any age. 

The cultural life of the school is 
constantly renewed and energised. 
Inspirational paintings, photographs, 
beautifully designed garments and objects 
are displayed for everyone to enjoy. 
Pupils enter their work for local, national 
and school competitions. They can opt in 
to life drawing classes and art workshops. 

A lively school magazine, book weeks, 
reading groups, writing competitions 
and poetry days encourage personal 
expression. Theatre, museum and gallery 
visits, trips to literary festivals and to the 
great artistic treasures of Europe feed 
and rejuvenate creativity. 

Prior’s Field girls take every 
opportunity to tread the boards. Recent 
performances have been spectacular with 
stunning musicals, large cast productions 
and entries for the Shakespeare Schools’ 
Festival. LAMDA and RADA classes are 
equally popular as are the student-led 
cabaret evenings.

Everyone is encouraged to take part 
in music, whatever their level of 
ability. From violin and electric guitar 
to saxophone, flute and singing, we 
encourage diverse interests. For more 
advanced musicians there are plenty 
of formal performance opportunities 
through the concert band, brass and 
strings groups, the Celebration of 
Christmas Concert and house music 
competition. Tea time concerts give less 
experienced musicians a turn in the 
spotlight. The annual rock and pop event 
is a particular favourite and always a hot 
ticket for parents. 





My daughter’s uniqueness is embraced. 



Teamwork is a great strength of the school 
and sport has a key role to play. Girls are 
encouraged to experience the fun and 
commitment involved in being part of a team. 
Competition and personal achievement are 
developed through a wide range of activities. 
From hockey, netball, tennis, gymnastics 
and dance, to basketball, rugby, football and 
athletics, we cater for every enthusiasm and 
level of ability. 

To support the development of individual 
talent we have superb facilities, including a 
purpose built sports hall, fitness room, tennis 
courts, heated recreational pool, athletics 
area and new all weather sports pitches. 

Our success at regional and national level is 
impressive. Those with natural athletic ability 

excel in their chosen sport and girls perform 
at the highest levels in many areas, including 
athletics, cross-country running, hockey, 
netball, swimming, kayaking, sailing, horse 
riding, climbing and tennis.

Visiting coaches and masterclasses help 
raise the standard. School teams take part in 
sports tours around the UK and in Europe. 
For those with exceptional ability in tennis, 
we have an academy and offer a tailored 
curriculum and specialist coaching.

By creating a wide range of opportunities 
we support each girl as she develops 
interests that will, in turn, lead her to adopt 
a fit and healthy lifestyle and positive attitude 
to physical activity. 



Achieving Actively

We want everyone to leave here 
with a love of sport and a real 
have-a-go attitude to life.



There is no better sign of a great school than 
when your daughter announces, just ten days into 
the summer holiday: I can’t believe how much I’m 
missing school. How long until I go back? 
Parent



Achieving Pastorally

This is the route to high achievement 
that Prior’s Field offers: clear 
expectations and plenty of ambition 
within an environment that provides 
both a springboard for success and a 
safety net. 

At the end of their time with us girls 
will have done very well academically, 
but it is their experience of school life 
that will have made all the difference. 

As they complete their journey, we take 
great pride in the young women they 
have become: well balanced, thoughtful 
of others and fully prepared for the next 
stage of life. They go on to a broad range 
of universities to study courses which 
reflect the independence, diversity and 
intellectual acumen we have supported. 
They have a confident belief in shaping 
their own futures. 

We offer an education that provides  
far more than an effective routine of 
lessons, timetables and examination 
grades. We offer your daughter an 
experience that can transform her life. 

Our 1902 motto is from Wordsworth:  
‘We live by admiration, hope and  
love’. Prior’s Field still lives by those 
words today. 





Prior’s Field contains a very special 
something. It’s perfect as it is.  
Pupil



www.priorsfieldschool.com
Priorsfield Road, Godalming, 
Surrey, GU7 2RH

t. 01483 810551 f. 01483 810180
e. office@priorsfieldschool.com


