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Welcome to the Sixth Form

Prior’s Field Sixth Form offers you a distinctive route to high achievement. We are very proud of our excellent 
results. Last year Prior’s Field students celebrated unparalleled A Level results, with girls achieving a 76% A*-B 
result and delivering a 100% pass rate. These outstanding results placed us in the top 2% nationally for ‘value 
added’ reflecting the excellent progress of our students. The majority of our students gain places at their first 
choice university and go on to study at a wide range of prestigious institutions including Oxbridge, Russell Group 
universities and distinguished Art colleges. 

We offer a wide range of A Level subjects and alternative options including a Diploma in Food Science and 
Nutrition and a BTec in Music Technology. Our provision is constantly evolving to fit with the changing higher 
education sector and employment markets. We have a very modern, individualised and forward thinking approach 
to curriculum design. At a time when further education is undergoing a period of change, we offer an enviably 
bespoke package.  

Most students will study three A Level, or equivalent subjects, for two years and we encourage our students to add 
an EPQ to their portfolio. This is a valuable learning experience promoting independence and research skills; it is 
worth more UCAS points than an AS Level and is highly prized by universities. The key to our success is our ability 
to offer smaller groups and specialist tutorial style teaching. This allows for informed discussion and individual 
attention, as well as providing vital stretch and challenge in preparation for the university style of learning. Prior’s 
Field Sixth Form students also receive more lesson time than many other centres. We offer 6 periods a week per 
subject in response to the demands of the new specifications. 

We pride ourselves in providing high quality, bespoke UCAS references and extensive support during the 
application process. A full ‘Beyond A Levels’ programme is offered at the end of the Lower Sixth year. For those 
students wishing to follow alternative routes we work closely with them on their applications for Art foundation 
courses, gap years and apprenticeships. The Sixth Form House is a lively, vibrant place where our students have a 
voice. Our young women are given the freedom to organise their own lives whilst retaining the pastoral support 
and guidance of an excellent team of tutors and House staff. Students meet their tutors regularly in groups and 
individually; they speak openly about their progress, discuss targets, and plan strategies as to how to achieve them. 
All students attend an individual careers interview and continued bespoke advice is available to help them with 
their decisions for life beyond Sixth Form. 

We encourage our students to take responsibility for themselves, their learning and development, so they become 
confident young women. Our sixth formers take the lead in many elements of school life. As prefects, school 
mentors, House and sports captains; they learn to lead, manage and inspire younger girls. This is enhanced by a 
leadership training programme.  

In our Sixth Form we are committed to raising social, cultural and political awareness through our PSHE programme 
which includes a range of speakers and activities. Enrichment is also provided through the provision of further 
qualifications. We offer all our students the opportunity to take a Teaching English as a Foreign Language (TEFL) 
qualification as well as the Level 3 Certificate in Management awarded by the Chartered Management Institute 
(CMI). Gold Duke of Edinburgh as well as enterprise activities also enhance the development of the student’s skills 
and experiences. 

We are very proud of our Sixth Form and look forward to welcoming you. 

Mrs Gillian Westerman          Mrs Jill Jan 
Joint Heads of Sixth Form
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 ART & DESIGN: FINE ART
AQA A Level Fine Art 7242

“I dream my painting and I paint my dream.”
Vincent Van Gogh

Component Unit Title Duration Mode of  
Assessment

Weighting at 
A Level

1
Personal

Investigation
No time limit

Internally set and marked
Externally moderated

60% 

2
Externally set
assignment

Preparatory
period and
15 hours

supervised

Externally set
Internally marked by the

centre, moderated by
AQA

40%

Style of work
The course structure will enable students to
explore a wide variety of experiences exploring
a range of art media and techniques.

The students will explore images, artefacts and 
resources relating to a wide range of art, craft and 
design, from the past and recent times.
They will respond to these through practical and 
critical activities. All students will explore visual ideas 
aided by various activities including life drawing, 
workshops and trips to galleries and places of 
interest. Students work in a structured course which 
includes weekly personal tutorials, demonstrations, 
discussions and practical exploration.

Course prerequisites:
The course is designed to provide progression for students who have studied Art at GCSE /AS Level but will 
accommodate those who are new to the subject. It will serve as a basis for further study in higher education.

Component 1 – Personal Investigation
Students choose one of the titles for study throughout the A Level course. This is a practical component
supported by written material and should be linked with some aspect of contemporary or past practice
of artists, designers or crafts-people. The written material should be linked to the practical work.

Component 2 – Externally set assignment
Students will select one question from an examination paper. The work submitted for this unit will include
preparatory work and the work produced under the examination conditions.
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ART & DESIGN: PHOTOGRAPHY
AQA A Level Photography 7246

“There are always two people in every picture: the photographer and the viewer.”
Ansel Adams

Component Unit Title Duration Mode of  
Assessment

Weighting at A 
Level

1 Personal Investigation No time limit Internally set and marked 
Externally moderated

60%

2
Externally set  
assignment

Preparatory 
period and 15 

hours supervised

Externally set 
Internally marked by the 

centre, moderated by AQA
40%

Style of work
The course structure will enable students to explore a wide variety of experiences exploring a range of art 
media and techniques including traditional dark room techniques, studio lighting and a range of cameras and 
ways of working. 

The students will explore images, artefacts and resources relating to a wide range of art, craft and design, from 
the past and recent times. They will respond to these through practical and critical activities.  All students will 
explore visual ideas aided by various activities including life drawing, workshops and trips to galleries and places 
of interest.  Students work in a structured course which includes weekly personal tutorials, demonstrations, 
discussions and practical exploration.

Course prerequisites:
The course is designed to provide progression for students who have studied Art or photography at GCSE Level  
but will accommodate those who are new to the subject.  It will serve as a basis for further study in higher 
education.

Component 1 – Personal Investigation
Students choose one of the titles for study throughout the A Level course.  This is a practical component 
supported by written material and should be linked with some aspect of contemporary or past practice of 
artists, designers or crafts-people. The written material should be linked to the practical work.
Component 2 – Externally set assignment
Students will select one question from an examination paper. The work submitted for this unit will include 
preparatory work and the work produced under the examination conditions.
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ART & DESIGN: 
TEXTILE DESIGN

AQA A Level Specification 7204
“Fashion is not something that exists in dresses only.  Fashion is in the sky, in the street, fashion has to do with ideas, 

the way we live, what is happening.” Coco Chanel

Component Unit Title Duration Mode of  
Assessment

Weighting at A 
Level

1 Personal investigation No time limit Internally set and marked by 
the centre

60%

2 Externally set  
assignment

Preparatory 
period and 15 

hours supervised 
time.

Externally set and marked by 
the centre, moderated by AQA.

40%

Style of Work: 
The course structure will enable students to have a variety of experiences that explore a wide range of textile 
media and techniques both traditional and new. 

The students will explore images, artefacts and resources relating to a wide range of art, craft and design, from 
the past and recent times. They will respond to these through practical and critical activities.  All students will 
explore visual ideas in several areas of Textiles during workshop demonstrations, discussions and practical 
exploration.

Printed and/or dyed fabric and materials.
Mono/screen printing, tie-dye, batik, silk painting and transfer printing

Constructed and installed textiles
Weaving, knitting, felting and stitching

Fashion and/or interior design
Design, fashion/interior illustration, and garment construction

Course prerequisites:
The course is designed to provide progression for students who have studied Textiles at GCSE but will 
accommodate those who are new to the subject.  It will serve as a basis for further study in higher education.

Component 1 – Personal Investigation
This is a practical investigation supported by written material and should be linked with some aspect of 
contemporary or past practice of artists, designers or crafts-people. The focus of the investigation should be 
identified independently by the student and lead to a finished outcome. The written material should be linked to 
the practical work.

Component 2 – Externally set assignment
Students will select one question from an examination paper. The work submitted for this unit will include 
preparatory work and the work produced under the examination conditions.
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BIOLOGY
Salters-Nuffield Advanced Biology SNAB

Edexcel A Level Specification 9BN0
“It seems to me that the natural world is the greatest source of excitement; the greatest source of visual beauty; the 
greatest source of intellectual interest. It is the greatest source of so much in life that makes life worth living.” David 

Attenborough

Unit Unit Title Duration Mode of  
Assessment

Weighting 
of total A 

Level

1
The Natural Environment 

and Species Survival
See Topics 1-6

2 hours Written examination paper 33.3%

2
Energy, Exercise and 

Coordination
See Topics 1-4, 7 & 8

2 hours Written examination paper 33.3%

3 General and Practical 
Applications in Biology 

See Topics 1-8
2 hours Written examination paper 33.3%

4 Science Practical 
Endorsement
See Topics 1-8

Throughout the 
course Teacher assessment None*

*The Endorsement does not contribute to the overall grade.

Girls can expect to achieve a good understanding of modern biology which would prepare them for many 
different university courses and can lead to careers in medicine, veterinary science, physiotherapy, environmental 
science, agriculture, embryology, forensics, oceanography, to name but a few.  Also, the qualification may stand as 
a good academic AL for entry to other non-biological courses and careers.

Course content:
Topic 1: Lifestyle Health and Risk – with reference to the cardiovascular system and heart disease
Topic 2: Genes and Health – including protein synthesis and genetic diseases
Topic 3: Voice of the Genome – exploring gene expression, development and stem cell research
Topic 4: Biodiversity and Natural Resources - including the use of plants as a source of medicinal products and 
the conservation of endangered species.
Topic 5: On the Wild Side - investigating photosynthesis, ecosystems, evolution and speciation.
Topic 6: Immunity, Infection and Forensics – delving into forensic biology and DNA profiling, infectious diseases 
and immunology.
Topic 7: Run for your Life – covering the musculoskeletal system, respiration and the response of the body to 
exercise.
Topic 8: Grey Matter – investigating the function of the nervous system, visual development, learning and 
memory, and neurological disorders.

The minimum recommended entry to A Level Biology is grade 6 in either Combined Science or Separate 
Science Biology and Chemistry. Other equivalent qualifications may be acceptable.
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BUSINESS
Edexcel A Level Specification 9BS0

“If you are small and face overwhelming opposition, you must find a way to spend half the effort and obtain twice the 
result.” Chin-Ning Chu

Unit Unit Title Duration Mode of  
Assessment

Weight-
ing 

at A 
Level

1
Marketing, People & 

Global Business
2 hours Written examination

2 data response questions broken down into a 
number of parts, including one extended open-

response question. Questions are based on 
unseen case material.

35%

2
Business Activities, 

Decisions & Strategy
2 hours Written examination

2 data response questions broken down into a 
number of parts, including one extended open-

response question. Questions are based on 
unseen case material.

35%

3
Investigating Business 

in a Competitive 
Environment

2 hours Written examination
2 data response questions broken down into a 
number of parts, including one extended open-

response question. Questions are based on 
unseen case material.

30%

Style of work: A level Business will be taught using a mixture of data response, problem solving, independent 
research, presentation, essay writing and group discussion. The focus will be heavily on the use of up to date 
business case studies and examples.

A Level studies centre on:
Theme 1 - Marketing & People Theme 2 – Managing Business Activities

• Meeting customer needs
• The market
• Marketing Mix & Strategy
• Managing People
• Entrepreneurs & Leaders

• Raising Finance
• Financial Planning
• Managing Finance
• Resource Management
• External Influences

Theme 3 – Business Decisions & Strategies Theme 4 – Global Business

• Business objectives & strategy
• Business Growth
• Decision Making techniques
• Influences on business decisions
• Assessing competitiveness
• Managing Change

• Globalisation
• Global Markets & Business expansion
• Global Marketing
• Global Industries & companies (multinationals)

Course Prerequisites: 
An interest in current affairs and at least a Grade 5 in GCSE English and a Grade 5 in Mathematics.  
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Unit Unit Title Duration Mode of  
Assessment

Weight-
ing 

at A 
Level

1
Marketing, People & 

Global Business
2 hours Written examination

2 data response questions broken down into a 
number of parts, including one extended open-

response question. Questions are based on 
unseen case material.

35%

2
Business Activities, 

Decisions & Strategy
2 hours Written examination

2 data response questions broken down into a 
number of parts, including one extended open-

response question. Questions are based on 
unseen case material.

35%

3
Investigating Business 

in a Competitive 
Environment

2 hours Written examination
2 data response questions broken down into a 
number of parts, including one extended open-

response question. Questions are based on 
unseen case material.

30%

CHEMISTRY (A) 
OCR A Level Specification H432

“To think is to practice brain chemistry.”
Deepak Chopra

Unit Unit Title Duration Mode of  
Assessment

Weighting  
at A Level

Paper 1
Periodic table, elements and 

physical chemistry
2hr 15 mins

Short answer and longer structured 
questions.

37%

Paper 2
Synthesis and analytical 

techniques
2hr 15 mins

Structured questions including some longer 
answer questions, theory, practical skills .

37%

Paper 3 Unified Chemistry 1hr 30 mins
Structured questions including some longer 

answer questions. The paper is synoptic.
26%

Non-
Exam

Practical endorsement for 
chemistry

Complete a minimum of 12 practical 
activities to demonstrate practical 

competence.

Reported 
Separately

Style of Work: 
Practical work, problem solving and analysis of data are all major elements of the work in this subject.
The A Level Chemistry course starts by extending concepts from GCSE, but also introduces many new topics.  
Practical work and interactive whiteboard software are used regularly to support understanding.  Active learning 
is encouraged and homework is set in almost every lesson.  You will be expected to work hard.

Why Study A Level Chemistry?
If you enjoyed Chemistry at GCSE then you will enjoy A Level Chemistry even more.  There is a greater variety 
of practical work and you will use advanced level equipment on a regular basis.  Some of the topics covered will 
be familiar from GCSE, but you will study them in much greater depth so that you really understand chemical 
concepts.  Many university courses including Medicine, Veterinary Science, Environmental Science and Forensic 
Science will require you to have Chemistry as one of your A levels.   

Course Prerequisites:
Grade 6 in GCSE Science.  The course includes a significant element of calculation work so students with a 
good grounding in Mathematics will have an advantage. You will often have to read from textbooks and scientific 
papers. All three Chemistry exams include some longer answer questions so students with very weak English are 
likely to struggle. However, there is no essay writing in this course.

You will learn about the reactions and properties of transition metals, and the many colourful compounds that 
transition metals produce.  Some of the most spectacular reactions in the course are in this section, and at A 
level you do most of the experiments yourself rather than simply watching!

In the A Level Chemistry exams your skills in extracting data, interpreting information and written 
communication will be assessed. There is a strong emphasis on practical work, and your understanding of 12 key 
experiments will be assessed in the final exams. 20% of the marks in the A Level Chemistry exams will involve 
calculations, so students will require a good understanding of Maths (grade B in GCSE Maths will be sufficient).  
It is not essential to also study A level Maths, unless you are considering continuing Chemistry to degree level.
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DRAMA & THEATRE STUDIES
Edexcel A Level Specification 9DR0

“What is drama but life with the dull bits cut out.”
Alfred Hitchcock

Unit Unit Title Mode of  
Assessment

Weighting at A 
Level

1 DEVISING Written portfolio
Devised performance

Internally assessed
40%

2 TEXT IN 
PERFORMANCE

Group performance
Monologue/duologue

Supporting notes
Externally assessed

20%

3 THEATRE MAKERS 
IN PRACTICE

Written examination
Externally assessed

40%

Component 1
What’s assessed?
Process of creating and developing ideas towards a final devised performance.
Performance of devised Drama (students may contribute as performer or designer)
Evaluation of the process and performance.
Performance must be influenced by an extract from a performance text and the work of a theatre practitioner.
Written portfolio; 60 marks
Performance; 20 marks

Component 2
What’s assessed?
A group performance of one key extract from a performance text.
A monologue or duologue of another key extract from a different performance text.
Group performance/design realisation; 36 marks
Monologue or duologue performance/ design realisation; 24 marks

Component 3

What’s assessed?
Knowledge and understanding of drama and theatre.
Study of 2 set texts, one in light of a prescribed theatre 
practitioner.
Application of the work of live theatre makers to both set texts.
Section A; Live Theatre evaluation; 20 marks
Section B; Page to stage; realising a performance text; 36 marks
Section C; interpreting a performance text in light of a theatre 
practitioner; 24 marks
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ECONOMICS
Edexcel A Level Specification 9EC0

“In all recorded history there has not been one economist who has had to worry about where the next meal would 
come from” Peter Drucker

Unit Unit Title Duration Mode of  
Assessment

Weighting 
at A Level

1
Markets & Business 

Behaviour 2 Hours
Written examination

Multiple choice, short answer, 
data response

35%

2 The National & Global 
Economy 2 Hours

Written examination
Multiple choice, short answer, 

data response
35%

3 Microeconomics & 
Macroeconomics 2 Hours

Written examination
Data response

30%

Why Economics?
Economics has become very high profile. Issues such as the financial crisis, bankers’ bonuses and the EU 
referendum have thrown light on the importance of, and divisions within, the study of Economics. Studying 
Economics gives students an understanding of the issues that surround them daily. 

Style of work: 
Through written work, group discussion, presentation, data response and multiple choice, students will recognise 
the value and limitations of economic models as a means of explaining and evaluating the performance of firms 
and governments in the real world. 

A Level studies centre on:
The A level Economics course is based around four core themes. Themes 1 & 3 focus on microeconomic 
concepts: the study of decisions that people, businesses and governments make regarding the allocation of 
resources with emphasis on supply, demand and the impact of various factors such as prices. Themes 2 & 4 focus 
on macroeconomic concepts: the study of the economy as a whole and how it is affected by changes in key 
indicators such as unemployment, trade, interest rates, growth, and price levels.

Theme 1: Introduction to markets and market 
failure

• The nature of economics
• How markets work
• Market failure
• Government intervention

Theme 2: The UK Economy – performance and 
policies

• Measures of economic performance
• Aggregate Demand & Supply
• National Income
• Economic Growth
• Macroeconomic objectives & policy

Theme 3: Business Behaviour and the labour 
market

• Business growth
• Business Objectives
• Revenues, costs & profit
• Market structures
• Labour market
• Government intervention

Theme 4: A global perspective
• International economics
• Poverty & inequality
• Emerging & developing economies
• The financial sector
• Role of the state in the macro economy

Course Prerequisites:  
An interest in current affairs is essential and at least a Grade 5 in GCSE English and Grade 5 in Mathematics.
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ENGLISH LITERATURE 
Edexcel A Level Specification 9ETO

“It is the mark of an educated man to be able to entertain an 
idea without accepting it.” Aristotle

Unit Unit Title Mode of Assessment Weighting 
at A Level

1

Drama
Students study:
* One Shakespeare play and one 
other play (either tragedy or 
comedy)
* A collection of essays and critical 
essays related to their set texts.

2 hour written examination

Open book – clean copies of the texts can be taken 
into the exam.
Section A – Shakespeare: one essay question
Section B – other drama: one essay question

30%

2

Prose
Students study:
* Two prose texts from chosen 
theme. One prose text must 
be pre-1900.

1 hour written examination 

Open book – clean copies of the texts can be taken 
into the exam.
Students answer one comparative essay question from 
a choice of two.

20%

3

Poetry
Students study:
* Poetic form, meaning, language 
style.
* Study a range of poetry by a 
named poet or from a literary 
period.

2 hour written examination

Open book – clean copies of the poetry texts can be 
taken into the exam
Section A – study a range of contemporary poetry 
from an anthology and unseen poetry as a comparison 
Section B – study a named poet or a range of poetry 
from a literary period.

30%

4

Coursework
Students study:
* 2 texts that they have not 
studied in components 1, 2 or 
3.
* They may be linked by 
theme, author or literary period and 
can be poetry, drama, prose or liter-
ary non-fiction.

One extended comparative essay referring 
to two texts.

OR

One recreative piece on one literary text 
plus an analytical commentary AND one comparative 

essay referring to both texts.

20%

This is both an exciting and demanding qualification that is universally respected by universities and a perfect 
springboard for thousands of different career choices. Unlike GCSE, the focus is firmly on you – your ideas, your 
opinions, your interests. You will be encouraged to read widely and independently, texts that have been selected 
for you and those which you choose yourself. You will develop your skills of critical and creative engagement 
acquiring the confidence to present your own opinions and personal responses. This is a challenging course but 
one of the most rewarding A levels you could choose. 

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course:
You are strongly recommended to have GCSE in English and English Literature at grade 6 or above.
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FOOD SCIENCE AND NUTRITION
WJEC Level 3 Diploma

“Learning to cook before you leave for university is absolutely essential. Without it you may end up relying on a diet 
of expensive and calorific take-always and ready-meals. Make sure you are confident at cooking with healthy and 

inexpensive ingredients before you leave home!” 

Unit Unit Title Structure Assessment

1 Meeting Nutritional Needs of Specific Groups Mandatory
Internal and Ex-

ternal

2 Ensuring Food is Safe to Eat Mandatory External

3 Experimenting to Solve Food Production Issues Optional Internal

4 Current Issues in Food Science and Nutrition Optional Internal

Students complete three units: two mandatory and one optional.

• In the Lower Sixth students study Unit 1: Meeting the Nutritional Needs of Specific Groups. This involves 
producing a piece of coursework and sitting an external examination.  The unit is largely focused on 
understanding the role of nutrients in the diet, food safety and demonstrating confidence in producing dishes 
using complex skills. 

• In the Upper Sixth students study Unit 2: Ensuring Food is Safe to Eat and then choose to either complete 
Unit 3 or Unit 4. There is no external examination in the Upper Sixth.

Why Study Food, Nutrition and Health
An understanding of food science and nutrition is relevant to many industries and job roles. Care providers and 
nutritionists in hospitals use this knowledge, as do sports coaches and fitness instructors. Hotels and restaurants, 
food manufacturers and government agencies also use this understanding to develop menus, food products and 
policies that support healthy eating initiatives. Many employment opportunities within the field of food science 
and nutrition are available to graduates. 

This is an Applied General qualification. This means it is designed primarily to support learners progressing to 
university. It has been designed to offer exciting, interesting experiences that focus learning for 16 - 19 year old 
learners through applied learning, i.e. through the acquisition of knowledge and understanding in purposeful, 
work-related contexts, linked to the food production industry.
Together with other relevant qualifications at Level 3, such as A levels in Biology, Chemistry, Sociology and 
Maths, learners will gain the required knowledge to be able to use the qualification to support entry to higher 
education courses such as: 
• BSc Food and Nutrition 
• BSc Human Nutrition 
• BSc (Hons) Public Health Nutrition 
• BSc (Hons) Food Science and Technology 

Course Prerequisites
It is advisable, although not essential, that students have studied Food and Nutrition at GCSE and have achieved 
a minimum grade 6.
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GEOGRAPHY
AQA A Level Specification 7037

“Geography is one of the most relevant courses you could choose to study. Whatever your passion for the world - fas-
cination with landscapes or concerns about inequality - Geography will provide you with knowledge and transferable 

skills that will reward you personally and advance you professionally.” Dr Rita Gardner, RGS

Unit Unit Title Duration
Mode of  

Assessment
Weighting 
at A Level

1 Physical Geography 
2 hours

30 minutes

Written examination
Multiple choice, structured 

questions and extended writing
40%

2 Human Geography 
2 hour

30 minutes

Written examination
Multiple choice, structured 

questions and extended writing
40%

3
Geographical 
Investigation

Coursework
Investigative report 
Teacher-assessed

20%

Style of work:
A diverse range of activities are used in lessons and for prep. These include independent research, group 
discussions and presentations, ICT and GIS and essay-writing skills. Students will also complete their own 
fieldwork investigation developing their statistical, graphical and analytical skills. Fieldwork includes a residential 
trip to the world Heritage Site of the Jurassic Coast, Dorset. This enables students to put theory into practice 
and develop their skills for their own investigation. Students will also become members of the Guildford Branch 
of the Geographical Association and attend relevant lectures from a wide variety of speakers. 

A Level Studies focus on
There are four core themes. The Physical themes are the water and carbon cycles and physical environments, 
with a focus on coastal landscapes and hazard management. The Human themes focus on global systems and 
governance, changing places and contemporary urban environments.

Course Prerequisites
A GCSE grade of level 6 or above is an advantage. However, students who have a keen interest in the world 
around them and who have not studied GCSE Geography may also consider this course.

Why Geography?
To quote a major employer: “Geographers are stars in many respects, as they have a unique insight into the 
relationships between human and physical phenomena.” Geography is intellectually challenging and helps develop 
cultural agility which is the most desirable graduate skill cited by multinational employers. It is also proven to 
improve literacy, numeracy and communication skills. Geography graduates have one of the highest employment 
rates and end up in a diverse range of careers from law, consultancy and investment banking to environmental 
management, insurance and town planning. Many other A Level Geography students benefit from their unique 
blend of skills even when specialising in other areas such as medicine or architecture.
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HISTORY
AQA A Level Specification

“A country without a memory is a country of madmen” - George Santayana 

Why study History?
If you want to understand the world around you then you need to understand the past.  If you want to shape the 
future then understanding our shared political, social, economic and cultural past will give you the means to do 
that.  Studying History gives you the tools needed to produce sophisticated answers to difficult problems and to 
balance different demands.  Finally, the study of past individuals and events is fascinating!

Style of work
A diverse range of activities are used in lessons and for prep. These include group discussions, independent 
research, role play, presentations, essay-writing and source analysis skills. Students will also complete their own 
historical investigation developing their research and analytical skills. There will be the opportunity to attend 
relevant lectures from a wide variety of speakers at the local Guildford Historical Association and the Chalke Valley 
History Festival and a chance to go on trips to visit some historical sites relevant to our studies.

A Level Studies focus on 
There are two main examined units which cover a wide chronological span, and both British and World History. 
The Modern unit will focus on broad sweep of modern history.  The Medieval unit focuses on how changes in royal 
power on the continent and in England created the country that we now live in. The investigation unit covers over 
a hundred years and will focus on the rebellions that the Tudor monarchs had to face. 

Course Prerequisites 
A GCSE grade of level 6 or above is an advantage. A willingness to, and enjoyment of, reading and writing will 
be important.  Students with a keen interest in History and who have not studied GCSE History but have taken 
another essay subject can consider this course.

Module Content Duration
Mode of  

Assessment
Weighting 
at A Level

Unit 1
Modern History 2 hr 30 mins

Written examination, interpre-
tations question, essay question 40%

Unit 2
Medieval History: England 2 hr 30 mins

Written examination,
source question,
essay question

40%

Unit 3 Historical investigation: Tudors n/a One 3,000 – 3,500 word essay 20%
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HISTORY
AQA A Level Specifications

“History is filled with the sound of silken slippers going downstairs and wooden shoes coming up”- Voltaire

2A Royal Authority and the Angevin Kings, 1154-1216

The Restoration of Royal Authority, 1154-1166
• Political, economic and social condition of England in 1154; Henry II’s character and aims; Henry’s strengths and 
weaknesses at his accession
• The restoration of royal authority: barons; royal finance; justice and the law
• Political role of the Church; ecclesiastical courts; Church in finance and the economy
• Henry II and the overseas territories: Ireland; Normandy; Gascony and Aquitaine; relations with France

The Crisis of Royal Authority, 1166-1174
• Becket and the crisis of 1170; clash between Henry II and the Papacy
• Henry II and Ireland: invasions of 1169 and 1171; relations with the Irish nobility 
• The Great Rebellion: dynastic instability; the role of Louis VII of France; political instability; the barons; William I 
of Scotland; the re-establishment of Henry II’s rule

The Struggle for Royal Authority, 1174-1189
• Consolidating royal authority: court and family tensions; the barons; royal finances; justice and the law
• Henry II and the bishops; reconciliation with the Papacy
• Social and economic developments: towns and trade; the social condition of England
• England’s overseas territories: developments in Ireland; relations with Philip II of France; military campaigns; death 
of the King

Richard I, 1189-1199
• Richard’s character and aims; attitudes towards the Church; involvement in the Third Crusade
• England without Richard: absentee king; royal authority under the justiciars; Prince John’s ambitions; the 
government under Hubert Walter
• Relations with France and the conflict between Richard and Philip II
• Social and economic developments: towns and trade; persecution of the Jews; social condition of England by 
1199

King John, 1199-1214
• John’s character and aims; relations with the barons; royal finances; justice and the law
• Relations with the Church: Archbishop Hubert Walter; dispute with the Papacy; interdict of 1208
• Loss of Normandy and war with France: defeats of 1202-4; campaigns to recover Normandy
• Scotland, Ireland and Wales: relations with William of Scotland and the invasion of 1209; rule of Ireland and 
invasion of 1210; attempts to pacify Wales

The end of King John’s reign, 1214-1216
• Defeat in the war with France: failure of the final campaign; defeat at Bouvines; the peace with France
• Relations with the barons: Robert Fitzwalter and the ‘Army of God’; Magna Carta
• The First Barons War: baronial unrest and the outbreak of the war; John’s military campaigns; John’s death
• John’s legacy: the succession and William Marshal; political, social and economic condition of England by 1216

3 Historical investigation Independent investigation into the Tudor rebellions. Presented in the form of a 
piece of extended writing and making use of a combination of primary and secondary sources.
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STATISTICAL METHODS 
Pearson Edexcel Level 3 Award i AST30 

“Facts are stubborn, but statistics are more pliable.”  Mark Twain

The Level 3 Award in Statistical Methods is aimed at students who need to acquire statistical proficiency to 
support A level study in other subjects such as Business, Economics, Psychology and Geography. It is also open 
to those who would like to stretch the mathematical skills on from IGCSE and are not considering A level 
Mathematics. 

The programme covers stratified sampling, histograms with unequal class intervals, back to back stem and leaf 
diagrams, outliers, seasonal variation and chain base index numbers. You will learn how to use standard deviation, 
geometric means, Spearman’s coefficient of rank correlation and the product moment correlation coefficient. 
You will also use Venn diagrams and the Normal distribution in probability calculations. It sounds like a boring 
list of statistical techniques until you start applying them to real data and see the power of using them in the 
context of your A Level subjects. 

The course will commence in the Spring Term of Lower Sixth with a weekly session. This will give you time to 
settle into your A Level courses. It will be externally assessed in the January of Upper Sixth, which avoids a clash 
with other examinations. The assessment is one written two hour paper. There is no charge for the sessions.
A Grade 6 or above in either GCSE Mathematics or IGCSE Mathematics is recommended for this course.
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MATHEMATICS
Pearson Edexcel Level 3 Advanced GCE (9MA0)

“Mathematics is, in its way, the poetry of logical ideas.” - Einstein

A Grade 7 or higher in IGCSE Mathematics, GCSE Mathematics or an equivalent Maths qualification is required. We 
hope you will experience wonder in Mathematics for its significance, influence and grace. If you are reading this you 
probably are a logical thinker, enjoy problem solving and are choosing a career that uses Mathematics. The process 
of ‘doing’ Maths is far more than just calculation. Mathematics is diverse and you will be dealing with large data sets 
to learn techniques that help us understand the world around us. 

The course will develop and extend the knowledge and skills learnt at IGCSE level, Mathematics A level involves you 
in quickly assimilating a vast array of techniques and knowledge then combining this with problem solving techniques 
every week. It is 100% prescribed content. It is challenging and requires rigour in terms of a high volume of prep 
needed to be completed and fully understood before the next lesson, often the subsequent day. A more advanced 
calculator will be required; we strongly recommend the Casio FX 991EX.

It would be advantageous for students wishing to study this course to have covered the content of a qualification 
such as AQA Level 2 Further Mathematics or Edexcel Level 3 Algebra.The course complements a wide range of 
other A levels and is helpful to balance Humanities options. Many Science and Social Science degrees require A level 
Mathematics to support these fields of study. If you are considering applying for a university course involving a higher 
level of Mathematics (e.g. Engineering), really love the subject and are very good at it; then you should think seriously 
about taking Further Mathematics.

Unit Unit Title Dura-
tion

Mode of  
Assessment

Weighting 
at A Level

9MA0/ 01

Paper 1: Pure Mathematics
- Proof
- Algebra & functions
- Coordinate geometry
- Sequences
- Trigonometry
- Exponentials & logarithms
- Integration
- Differentiation
- Vectors
- Numerical methods

2 hours

Written exam.
Calculator 

allowed
(100 marks)

1/3

9MA0/ 02
Paper 2: Pure Mathematics
More advanced areas of study within similar topics to above.

2 hours

Written exam.
Calculator 

allowed
(100 marks)

1/3

9MA0/ 03

Paper 3: Statistics and Mechanics
Section A: Statistics
- Statistical sampling
- Data presentation &  
  interpretation
- Probability
- Statistical distributions
- Hypothesis testing
Section B: Mechanios
- Quantities and units
- Kinematics
- Forces & Newton’s laws
- Moments

2 hours

Written exam.
Calculator 

allowed
(100 marks)

1/3
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MATHEMATICS & FURTHER MATHEMATICS
Two separate A Levels in 2 Years

Pearson Edexcel Level 3 Advanced GCE in Mathematics (9MA0)
Pearson Edexcel Level 3 Advanced GCE in Further Mathematics (9FM0)

A Grade 8 or higher in GCSE Mathematics, IGCSE Mathematics, or an equivalent Maths qualification is required. 
The A level in Further Mathematics is 50% prescribed Core Mathematics consisting of two papers each 1 hour 30 
minutes in length. The remaining 50% of the A Level in Further Mathematics focuses on the Applied content. The 
assessment objectives include a greater emphasis on modelling, problem-solving and reasoning, so some questions 
are likely to be longer with less scaffolding. A more advanced calculator will be required; we recommend the Casio 
FX 991EX.

The school is registered as part of the national Advanced Mathematics Support Programme.

Mathematics Extras:
• You will have the opportunity to take part in the Senior UK Mathematics Challenge and, if successful, to go 
through to the Olympiad. 
• You will have the opportunity to take part in the UKMT Senior Team Challenge, where you will compete against 
other schools within the region. If successful as the winning team, you will represent the school at the National 
Finals. 

Unit Unit Title Duration Mode of  
Assessment

Weight-
ing 

at A Level

9MAO/
O1

Mathematics – Paper 1: Pure Mathematics 2 hours Written exam.
Calculator allowed

(100 marks)

1/3

9MAO/
O2

Mathematics – Paper 2: Pure Mathematics 2 hours Written exam.
Calculator allowed

(100 marks)

1/3

9MAO/
O3

Mathematics – Paper 3: Statistics and 
Mechanics

2 hours Written exam.
Calculator allowed

(100 marks)

1/3
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MATHEMATICS & FURTHER MATHEMATICS
Two separate A Levels in 2 Years

Pearson Edexcel Level 3 Advanced GCE in Mathematics (9MA0)
Pearson Edexcel Level 3 Advanced GCE in Further Mathematics (9FM0)

Unit Unit Title Duration Mode of  
Assessment

Weight-
ing 

at A Level

9FM0/01 Core Pure Mathematics– Paper 1
Content overview
- Complex numbers
- Proof by induction
- Series
- Volumes of revolution
- Vectors
- Matrices
- Roots of polynomials

90 
minutes

Written exam.
Calculator allowed

(75 marks)

1/4

9FM0/02 Core Pure Mathematics– Paper 2
Content overview
- Further complex numbers
- Polar coordinates
- Hyperbolic functions
- Differential Equations

90 
minutes

Written exam.
Calculator allowed

(75 marks)

1/4

9FM0/03
and 
/04

Further Mathematics – Papers 3 & 4.
Paper 3 Further Statistics 1
Content overview
- Discrete probability distributions
- Poisson & Binomial distributions
- Geometric and negative binomial distributions
- Central Limit Theorem
- Chi Squared tests
- Probability generating functions
- Quality of tests

Paper 4 Decision Mathematics 
Content overview
- Algorithms
- Graph Theory
- Critical path analysis
- Linear Programming

90 
minutes

Written exam X 2
Calculator allowed

(75 marks X 2)

1/2
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MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES: FRENCH
AQA A Level

“Language exerts hidden power, like a moon on the tides.” Rita Mae Brown

This course studies aspects of contemporary society and the cultural heritage of French speaking countries.  

Listening, reading, speaking and writing skills as well as topical knowledge of the world around you, will continue 
to be developed through the study of the themes below 

We shall explore the A Level general topic areas:
The changing nature of family
Cyber - society
The place of voluntary work
A culture proud of its heritage
Contemporary Francophone music
Cinema: the 7th art form
Positive features of a diverse society
Life for the marginalised
How criminals are treated
Teenagers, the right to vote and political commitments
Demonstration, strikes - who holds the power?
Politics and immigration
Literature/film

You will study further areas of grammar and will write essays and participate in discussions in French in which 
you present information, organise arguments, provide opinions and analyse ideas.  We also offer a French home 
stay trip to further develop communication skills in the target language.

The use of the Language Lab will allow you to be in direct contact with the French speaking world and immerse 
yourself in French culture around the globe. This course will be excellent preparation for university study or for 
work in or with French-speaking countries.

Why French? This qualification will be of value in many areas of employment and will open a whole new world 
in both a working and social environment. It goes without saying that fluency in French will give you an edge in 
your future career.
Course prerequisites: a good grade in GCSE French is highly recommended.

Unit Unit Title Duration Mode of  
Assessment

Weighting 
at AS

Paper 1
Listening, reading 
and translation

2 hour 30 
minutes

Written examination 
containing written and taped 

stimulus

50%

Paper 2 Writing 2 hours Written examination 20% 

Paper 3 Speaking 21-23 mins Oral examination 30%
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MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES: SPANISH
AQA A Level

“Kolik jazyků znáš, tolikrát jsi ůlovůkem.”
“You live a new life for every new language you speak. If you know only one language, you live only once.”  Czech 

Proverb

Unit Unit Title Duration Mode of  
Assessment

Weighting 
at A2

Paper 1
Listening, Reading 

and Translating
2 hours 

30 minutes

Written examination 
containing written and taped 

stimulus
50%

Paper 2 Writing 2 hours Written exam 20%

Paper 3 Speaking 25 -28 minutes Oral examination 30%

This stimulating and culturally enriching course is designed to build up linguistic competence and to promote 
knowledge and understanding of many aspects of the society and culture of Spanish  speaking countries.

The A Level course builds on the language skills acquired at GCSE. It is conducted almost entirely in Spanish 
and the skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing will be developed mainly through the study of topics in 
context and through up-to-date current affairs in Spanish speaking countries.

The general topic areas at A Level are:
Modern and traditional values
Cyberspace
Equal rights
Immigration
Racism
Integration
Artistic culture in the Hispanic world
Aspects of political life in the Hispanic world
Literature/Film

You will also be able to explore other areas you feel passionate about by doing some independent research 
on Spanish cultural subjects for your oral examination. Our digital Language Laboratory, multimedia materials, 
and personalised teaching, will allow you to truly enjoy a new Spanish environment. A new world of cultural 
adventures will open in front of your eyes. 

The language experience is the closest to Spanish life that we can provide at Prior’s Field. Of course, our home 
stay trips feature highly on the list of learning to “live as the Spanish do in Spain”.  

Why Spanish? This qualification will be of value in many areas of employment and will open a whole new 
world of opportunities in both a working and social environment. It goes without saying that fluency in Spanish 
will give you an edge in your future career. 

Course prerequisites: a good grade in GCSE Spanish is highly recommended. 
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MUSIC
EDEXCEL A LEVEL SPECIFICATION (9MU0)

“Where words fail, music speaks.” Hans Christian Andersen

Appraising Music
The areas of study provide an appropriate focus for students to appraise music and demonstrate an in-depth 
knowledge and understanding of musical elements and musical language. The areas of study can also provide a 
rich source of material to work with when developing performance and composition skills.

Course Prerequisites
A good result at GCSE is essential and a keen interest in a wide range of musical styles and drive to develop 
performing, composing, analysis and research skills.
 
Why music?
• I want to broaden my general knowledge in the arts
• I want to make my career in music and want to engage in the the subject in depth by developing my already 
confident skills

Component 1
Performing

30%

Total performance time of 8 mins
Solo and/or ensemble

Total of 60 marks
(12 marks available for difficulty of 

pieces)

Component 2
Composing 

30% 

2 compositions
1 free or free choice brief – 4 mins
1 brief assessing technique – 1 min

Total of 6 mins

2 pieces
40 marks
20 marks

Total 60 marks

Component 3
Appraising
40% Exam

6 Areas of Study - 3 set works in each

• Vocal Music
• Instrumental Music

• Music for Film
• Popular music and jazz

• Fusions
• New Directions

Exam 2 hrs
Total 100 marks
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BTEC MUSIC TECHNOLOGY 
Edexcel Level 3 (Production)

“People today are still living off the table scraps of the sixties”
Bob Dylan

This vocational qualification links directly to current practice in today’s music industry. 

The Edexcel National Extended Certificate is equivalent in size to an A Level.  

Course assessment: You will be assessed in different ways, including observations, reports, logs, mixes and 
one practical music making exam. The course consists of 5 units, of which 2 are mandatory and 1 is external. The 
external assessment is weighted at 33% of the overall course and the mandatory content is weighted at 50%. 
Units are assessed using a grading scale of Distinction, Merit, Pass and Unclassified. All mandatory and optional 
units contribute proportionately to the overall qualification grade.  

Unit Content

Music and Sound for Media:
Learners will explore the production of the music, sound and effects that are used for media products such as 
games, films and apps. 

DAW Production: 
Learners will develop an understanding of how a digital audio workstation (DAW) can be used creatively to 
produce music, manipulate audio and mix music. 

Creative Synthesis and Sampling: 
Learners will explore the creative functions of synthesisers and samplers in making music and sound design. 

Remixing and Reworking: 
Learners explore and carry out the skills required to create effective remixes and reworks of existing musical 
material. 

Commercial Music Production: 
Learners will explore the audio production techniques and ear-catching songwriting styles associated with 
commercial music. 

What could it lead to? This course offers preparation for those who are thinking about a career in the 
music industry. Jobs in this area include: Producer, Engineer, 
Artist, Manager, Recording Companies, Publishing companies, 
Agents, Promoters, Journalists
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION
AQA A Level Specification 7581

“I’ve missed more than 9000 shots in my career. I’ve lost almost 300 games. 26 times, I’ve been trusted to take the 
game winning shot and missed. I’ve failed over and over and over again in my life. And that is why I succeed.”  Mi-

chael Jordan

Unit Unit Title Duration Mode of 
Assessment

Weighting at A 
Level

Paper 1
Factors affecting 

participation in physical 
activity and sport

2 hours
Multiple choice,
Short answer,

Extended writing.

105 marks
35% of A level

Paper 2
Factors affecting optimal 
performance in physical 

activity and sport.
2 hours

Multiple choice,
Short answer,

Extended writing.

105 marks
35% of A level

Non-exam 
assessment:

Practical performance 
in physical activity and 

sport

Ongoing 
throughout 

course

Internal assessment of full 
practical performance plus 
written/verbal analysis and 
evaluation of performance

90 marks
30% of A level

Style of Work:
Written work – structured note taking, questions and essays, class discussions, independent research tasks and 
practical activity relating to theory. 

The two year course of study develops students’ knowledge of the issues which affect all athlete’s optimal 
performance in sport. There are seven main areas of study. In Anatomy and Physiology, Exercise 
Physiology and Biomechanics students will learn about diet and nutrition, preparation for and methods of 
training, as well as biomechanic movement. In Sports Psychology students learn the theories and techniques 
to optimise performance and overcome pressure and anxiety in sport. Sport and Society and the role 
technology plays in developing performance looks at the historical and sociolgical areas of sport as 
well as the impact of technology. Skill Acquisition looks at the way the brain is involved in learning skills and 
improving performance. There are two exams at the end of the linear course. The A level course leads on from 
the GCSE programme. 

In the practical performance, the students will perform in one competitive sport or performance. There is also a 
written or verbal analysis of performance. There is a wide range of sports to choose from. 

Course Pre-requisites 
GCSE P.E. is usually required to grade 6 or above.  A grade 6 or higher in Science is also necessary. Students 
must also demonstrate excellent sporting ability in their chosen sport.

Why P.E.? 
Sport and fitness is a huge industry, and you can be apart of it! If you’re keen on sport you can make a healthy 
living from your passion. Whether that’s working for a sports club, as a personal trainer at the local gym, or 
training to be a physiotherapist, there are lots of opportunities. From professional sport through to amateur 
teams, and individuals who just want to get in shape, sport and fitness is a fast growing business. Best of all, 
you could be in a career doing something that you love. This A Level also opens up a whole number of career 
options, like becoming a sports scientist, physiotherapist, performance analyst, sports coach, sports marketing 
management, personal trainer, working for a national governing body, university lecturer or maybe even a PE 
teacher!
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PHYSICS
OCR A Level Specification H556

“Imagination is more important than knowledge.” Albert Einstein

Unit Unit Title Duration Mode of 
Assessment

Weighting at A 
Level

1 Development of practical skills 
in physics

Modelling physics (01) 100 marks
2 hours 15 minutes

Written Paper

Exploring physics (02) 100 marks
2 hours 15 minutes

Written Paper

Unified physics (03) 70 marks 
1 hour 30 minutes

Written Paper

Practical Endorsement in Physics
Non Exam Assessment

37% of the total 
A level

37% of the total 
A level

26% of the total 
A level

Reported
Separately

2 Foundations of physics                

3 & 4 Forces and motion and 
Electrons, waves and photons     

5 Newtonian world and astro-
physics

6 Particles and medical physics

Component 01 assesses content from modules 
1, 2, 3 and 5

Component 02 assesses content from modules 
1, 2, 4 and 6

Component 03 assesses content from all 
modules 1 - 6

The study and understanding of Physics is of increasing importance in today’s technological society.  The laws and 
concepts of Physics help us understand the world around us and applications of Physics are made use of widely 
in everyday life, in medicine and in industry and commerce.  

Candidates for A Level Physics should have achieved a grade 9, 8, 7, or 6 in GCSE Physics or a minimum of grade 
6 in Combined Science. They should be confident in applying Mathematics to solve problems and a minimum 
grade B in GCSE Mathematics is also essential. 

The A level units include the study of Newton’s laws and forces and fields as well as covering some of the 
fundamentals of astrophysics including theories of the origin of the Universe and its final fate.

The emphasis at A level is to show how the laws of Physics can be applied to understanding the mysteries of 
the Universe and its evolution. Important applications of Physics are studied in particular the use of Physics for 
medical imaging, diagnosis and treatment. 

Practical skills are assessed on an ongoing basis throughout the course and students are required to maintain a 
record of key practical work. This is then submitted as evidence for the additional Practical Endorsement award 
which is separately certificated.

Style of work: Lessons will be a mix of theory and demonstrations/practical experiments. Each week 2/3 
problem solving exercises/practical write-ups will be set for homework. In addition, further independent study 
will be needed to learn definitions, theories, equations and descriptions of key experiments.
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PSYCHOLOGY
AQA A Level Specification 2181

“I really enjoy this course because it is so relevant to real life.”

Unit Unit Title Dura-
tion

Mode of 
Assessment

Weighting 
at A Level

1

Social Influence
Memory

Attachment
Psychopathology

2 hours
Written examination, 
structured questions 

and short essays
33.3%

2
Approaches in Psychology (including Biopsychology)

Research Methods
2 hours

Written examination, 
structured questions 

and short essays
33.3%

3

Compulsory section - Research methods, approaches 
and issues and debates. In addition we will be studying 

three topics in depth. We will study relationships, including 
attraction, internet relationships and the culture of 

celebrity following. We will then study aggression, looking 
at the causes of aggression and theories of aggression 
in the prison system, and whether the media can cause 

aggressive behaviour. Finally we will study eating behaviour 
with a particular focus on eating disorders such as 

anorexia nervosa and obesity.

2 hours

Four Sections

Combination of multiple 
choice, short answer 
and extended writing 

questions

33.3% 

Psychology is currently one of the most studied and most sought after disciplines in the world. It is fundamental 
to unraveling the mysteries of what makes us human and our future development. Psychologists study how 
events cascade from genes to thoughts and behaviours, why people behave in the way they do and how our 
thinking affects our emotions. Psychologists are at the centre of the most contested race in science at present.  
Following on from the successful decoding of the human genome, global research is now trying to develop 
detailed mapping of human brain systems and activity.“Understanding the human brain is one of the greatest 
challenges facing 21st century science.  If we rise to the challenge, we can gain profound insights into what makes 
us human, develop new treatments for brain disease and build revolutionary new computing technologies.” 
(Human Brain Project, European Commission)

Whether a student is looking for a career in business or sport, politics or medicine, law or child development, 
ecology or art therapy, neuroscience or psychology itself, studying A Level Psychology provides an understanding 
of human behaviour which is an advantage for many degree courses and careers. It is understandably a popular A 
Level choice. Students learn to ‘analyse like a scientist and argue like a lawyer’; skills that are valued by employers. 
They explore traditional tried and tested theories of behaviour right up to contemporary neuroscience helping 
us to understand the brain. Psychology is a respected A Level for all UK universities. Exciting, thrilling and 
fundamentally important, this is a subject worth studying!

Course prerequisites:
Psychology combines well with Science, Arts and Humanities. It is often taken alongside subjects such as 
English, Biology and Maths. Business Studies and Photography also work well with Psychology, and are a good 
preparation for entrance into marketing type courses.
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES: Philosophy, Ethics and 
Christianity

Eduqas A Level Specification 
Because ‘The unexamined life is not worth living’ (Socrates c.470BC-399BC)

Unit Unit Title Duration
Mode of 

Assessment
Weighting 
at A Level

1 The Study of Religion: Christianity 2 hours Written Examination 33.33%

2 Philosophy of Religion 2 hours Written Examination 33.33%

3 The study of Ethics 2 hours Written Examination 33.33%

In this fascinating course you will enjoy debating questions of ultimate significance about morality, truth, and 
belief. You will study the ideas of both non-religious and religious philosophers and theologians. Discussions 
and careful analysis of these ideas will stretch your thinking and develop your capacity for coherent and well-
reasoned argument. You will also refine your skills of written and verbal expression, giving you an excellent 
preparation for higher education and all kinds of future careers.

Christianity
• Is God male?
• Who was the real Jesus?
• Is the Bible written by people or given by God?
• Is wealth a blessing from God?
• Are men and women equal in Christianity? 
• Can the UK still be called a Christian country? 
• Does science prove religion wrong?
• Are there many paths to God or only one?

Philosophy
• If God is real, why does he allow people to suffer?
• Has science fully explained where the universe comes from?
• What is a mystical experience?
• Do the theories of Freud prove religion wrong?
• Do miracles prove the existence of God?
• What counts as a miracle?
• Can we learn anything from myths? 
• Who is winning the public debate between religion and atheism?

Ethics
• Are some things always wrong, or does it depend on the situation?
• Are people naturally selfish?
• Do our genes control our behaviour?
• Does morality come from God?
• Is an embryo, or an unborn baby, a life that should be protected? 
• Is animal experimentation right, if it helps cure cancer?
• Do some criminals deserve the death penalty?
• Should the UK have nuclear weapons?
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SOCIOLOGY
AQA A Level Specification 7192

‘The function of sociology is to reveal that which is hidden’. Pierre Bourdieu

Unit Unit Title Duration
Mode of 

Assessment
Weighting 
at A Level

4.1 Education with Theory and Methods 2 hours Written Examination 33.3%

4.2 Topics in Sociology 2 hours Written Examination 33.3%

4.3
Crime and Deviance with Theory and 

Methods
2 hours Written Examination 33.3%

Why Study Sociology at A Level?
Sociology prepares you for a lifetime of change, developing an appreciation of diversity, a love of learning, writing 
and study skills, as well as a knowledge of human behaviour, social organization, and culture. It makes you more 
aware that there are many different kinds of people in the world who do not necessarily think the way you do 
and it increases your ability to see the world from other people’s perspectives. If you are the type who doesn’t 
necessarily follow the crowd (but are fascinated by their behaviour), the type who is truly interested in what is 
going on in the world, then sociology is the subject for you.

Unit 4.1 Education with theory and methods
4.1.1 Education e.g. Role & functions of the education system, differential educational achievement of social 
groups, in- school factors e.g. teacher/pupil relationships and organisation of teaching and learning & significance 
of educational policies
4.1.2 Methods in context e.g. application of sociological research methods to the study of education
4.13 Theory and Methods e.g. quantitative and qualitative methods of research, relationship between 
positivism and interpretivism in sociological methods, the theoretical, practical and ethical considerations 
influence choice of topic/methods/conduct, the nature of Sociology as a science.

Unit 4.2 Topics in Sociology
4.2.2 Families and households e.g. family and state policies, changing patterns of marriage, divorce, 
childbearing and life course, diversity in family structures, gender roles, nature of childhood and demographic 
trends.
4.2.7 The Media e.g. ownership and control, globalisation and popular culture, selection and presentation of 
content, media representations of age, class, ethnicity, gender, etc and relationship with audiences.

Unit 4.3 Crime and Deviance with Theory and Methods
4.3.1 Crime and Deviance e.g. social distribution of crime and deviance by ethnicity, gender and social class, 
patterns and trends in crime, globalisation and crime, crime control and surveillance, prevention and punishment, 
victims and the role of the criminal justice system.
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Question: What do gun crime, ethical business models, Churchill, gothic literature, the history of prejudice, a 
sponsored walk and the problem of radicalisation have in common?
Answer: They are some of the topics explored in EPQ projects recently undertaken by students at PF. 

An EPQ is worth 28 points and highly rated by universities and employers, an EPQ is the perfect addition to a 
three A level ‘portfolio’. 

The Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) offers students an opportunity to extend their abilities beyond the A 
level syllabus allowing them to stand out from the crowd and to prepare for university or a future career. 

Many universities make offers of places based on ‘points’ gained and the EPQ provides valuable UCAS points. In 
addition, even the universities that make grade based offers, often offer a lower grade-based offer depending on 
successful completion of an EPQ.  For example a university requiring AAB at entry may make an ABB offer based 
on the promise of an EPQ. These detailed projects are also often a dominant focus of university interviews as 
they show independent thought and showcase developed research and presentation skills. 

Key aspects of the course
• Students can investigate any subject or topic area of their own free choice. 
• The course is undertaken across the Lower Sixth year and completed by the Autumn term of Upper Sixth
• The qualification counts as approximately half an A Level
• Each student is given a dedicated supervisor to guide them through the process. 
• The Centre Co-ordinators run taught skills sessions to help girls through the qualification, including choosing a 
topic, conducting research, planning an essay and referencing. 
• Students can chose to write an extended essay of five thousand words or produce a ‘product’, which they 
accompany with an essay of one thousand words. 
• A product could consist of a performance, a design, an artefact or an investigation

Why study an EPQ?
An EPQ allows students to:
• to research an area of their interest and choice;
• develop and apply decision-making skills, problem-solving skills, initiative and enterprise;
• extend their planning, research, critical-thinking, analytical, synthesis, evaluation and presentation skills;
• use their learning experiences to support their personal aspirations for higher education and career 
development.

Previous EPQ projects 
• Does the bad character provision included in the Criminal Justice Act 2003 allow for a fair trial?
• Why has there been a rise of UK citizens leaving to join so-called Islamic State?
• Which treatments are most effective in the treatment of breast cancer? How successful is the NHS response 
to sickle cell anaemia?  
• Why do men commit more crime than women? Why has America not introduced stricter laws of gun control? 
• ‘Product’ based project on completing a lighting design for a school play
• How will technology change road transport in the next 10 years
• An illustrated story for a deaf child showing how a hearing dog can alleviate feelings of isolation

EXTENDED PROJECT QUALIFICATION (EPQ)
AQA Level Three Extended Project 

Qualification (7993)
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A LEVEL EXAMINATION COURSES
SUBJECT BOARD Code

Art & Design: Fine Art AQA 7242

Art & Design: Photography AQA 7246

Art & Design: Textiles Design AQA 7204

Biology Salters 9BN0

Business Edexcel 9BS0

Chemistry OCR H432

Drama and Theatre Studies Edexcel 9DR0

Economics Edexcel 9EC0

English Literature Edexcel 9ET0

Food, Nutrition and Health WJEC Level 3

Geography AQA 7037

History AQA tbc

Statistical Methods Edexcel
Level 3 Award i 

AST30

Mathematics 
Further Mathematics

Edexcel
9MA0
9FM0

Modern Languages: French AQA

Modern Languages: Spanish AQA

Music Edexcel 9MU0

Music Technology BTEC Level 3

Physical Education AQA 7581

Physics OCR H556

Psychology AQA 2181

Religious Studies Eduqas

Sociology AQA 7192
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Prior’s Field
Priorsfield Road, Godalming Surrey GU7 2RH
t: 01483 810551 f: 01483 810180
e: admissions@priorsfieldschool.com
w. www.priorsfieldschool.com


